Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LISBON 04714 140709Z 

13 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /059 W 

003668 

PR 131730ZJUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7831 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 4714 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO, MPOL 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS: FRG DELIVERS MORE AIRCRAFT 

1 . GERMANS DELIVER AIRCRAFT: IN A CEREMONY AT THE BEJA AIR BASE 
ON JULY 12, FOURTEEN FIAT G-91 AIRCRAFT WERE TURNED OVER TO THE 
PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. THE 
TRANSFER BRINGS TO 19 THE NUMBER OF G-91S TURNED OVER TO PORTUGAL 
BY THE FRG DURING THE PAST SIX MONTHS. 

2. SOUSA E CASTRO COMMENTS ON "AMERICAN PRESENCE". 

ON HIS WAY INTO THE JULY 12 REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEETING. RC 
SPOKESMAN CPT SOUSA E CASTRO WAS ASKED ABOUT REPORTS OF A 
AMERICAN TRAINING MISSION AT SANTA MARGARIDA. WHILE NOT SPECIFICALLY 
CONFIRMING OR DENYING THE PRESENCE OF AN AMERICAN TRAINING 
MISSION, SOUSA E CASTRO SAID THAT SUCH A PRESENCE WOULD BE 
"NATURAL" SINCE THE PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES HAD RECENTLY ACQUIRED 
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3. COMMENT: THE WELL-PUBLICIZED DELIVERY OF THE FIATS IS A TIMELY 
REMINDER THAT MODERNIZATION OF THE PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES 
IS NOT EXCLUSIVELY A U.S. ENTERPRISE. GERMAN PARTICIPATION 
IN THE ARMY SURVEY TEAM WILL FURTHER UNDERSCORE THIS POINT. 
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